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òLeadership is the 
capacity to  

translate vision 
into reality.ó 

Founded 

2016 was action-packed for AAUWõs advocacy efforts. AAUW members reach spanned 
from the White House to Congress to statehouses across the country. As 2017 begins, letõs 
thank our members and supporters for continuing to carry out our mission to empower all 
women and girls.  
Looking for a New Yearõs resolution? Help grow AAUW Action Network by sharing these 
successes with friends and family members and urging them to advocate for issues affect-
ing women and girls as a Two-Minute Activist. In the list below, youõll see how much we 
have done together throughout the past year ñ and the more our advocacy community 
grows, the more weõll be able to do in 2017!  

200,000+ messages went out to state and federal legislators. 
AAUW Action Network supporters in all 50 states made their voices heard on our priority 
issues. AAUW members contacted all 435 U.S. House offices and all 100 U.S. Senate offices 
throughout the year!  

6 states passed new equal pay laws in 2016. 
AAUW members played a key role in achieving new equal pay 
laws in California, Delaware, Maryland, Massachusetts, Nebras-
ka, and Utah. Yes, you read that right: Those are red, blue, and 
purple states taking action to close the gender pay gap ñ 
thanks to you and AAUW.  
 

714 resource guides were delivered to Title IX coordinators 
in 29 states. 

AAUW branches and supporters delivered critical new resources released 
by the U.S. Department of Education to make our schools safer and more 
equitable. This first tool kit of its kind was created at AAUWõs prompting, 
and now we are delivering the good news nationwide.  
 

2,200 signatures collected on AAUWõs petition urging Anheuser-Busch to sign the White 
House Equal Pay Pledge. 

Just three months after the pledge was released ñ on Womenõs Equality Day ñ Anheuser-Busch 
signed the pledge. To date, more than 100 companies have signed on and committed to closing the 

gender pay gap. 

44 years of Title IX. 

AAUW presented Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV) with our  Title IX Champion 
award  at a packed Capitol Hill reception in June. Sen. Mazie Hirono 
(D-HI) and Reps. Steny Hoyer (D-MD) and Dina Titus (D-NV) also spoke 
to the crowd of 300 attendees about the positive effect Title IX has 
had in our countryõs schools. AAUW has long been a protector and 
defender of Title IX, and your strong voices have helped to make this 

groundbreaking civil rights law a real success story. 

 

900+ get-out -the-vote events organized by members in 46 states. 
AAUW branches, Younger Womenõs Task Force chapters, and student organi-
zations hosted voter registration drives and candidate nights with AAUWõs Itõs 
My Vote: I Will Be Heard resources. 
 

19 AAUW members were elected to state legislatures. 
We know of 19 AAUW members who were elected to state legislatures or 
state senates in 2016.  

http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/two-minute-activist/
http://www.aauw.org/2016/10/27/where-equal-pay-flourished-and-failed-in-2016/
http://www.aauw.org/2016/10/27/where-equal-pay-flourished-and-failed-in-2016/
http://www.aauw.org/resource/titleixdelivery/
http://www.aauw.org/article/newest-companies-to-sign-white-house-equal-pay-pledge/
http://www.aauw.org/2016/07/05/aauw-honors-sen-harry-reid-as2016-title-ix-champion/
http://www.aauw.org/2016/07/05/aauw-honors-sen-harry-reid-as2016-title-ix-champion/
https://www.aauwaction.org/my-vote/
https://www.aauwaction.org/my-vote/
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Dear Friends, 
 

Congratulations to all the AAUW members and sup-
porters for making significant accomplishments in 
2016.  As 2017 begins, I am appreciative of your Em-
pire State Virtual NY Branch membership and your 
continued support to enable us to move our mission 
forward to advance equity for women and girls 
through advocacy, education, philanthropy and re-
search. 
 

I am pleased to start our January 31, 2017 7 pm tele-
conf call with two great speakers, namely Nada Marie Anid, Ph.D., 
Dean, School of Engineering and Computing Sciences, New York Insti-
tute of Technology who will talk with us about her most recently pub-
lished book entitled, The Internet of Women: Accelerating Culture 
Change (Innovation and Change in Education).  
 

Also, we will hear from Professor William Sweet, BMCC, CUNY, who will 
share with us his Great Decisions article on Climate Change as well as 
his most recent book on Climate Diplomacy from Rio to Paris: The Effort 
to Contain Global Warming.  
 

If you have not yet registered for our AAUW -NYS Convention in Syra-
cuse on April 21-23, 2017, please register early by clicking on the fol-
lowing link:  http://www.aauw -nys.org/convention.htm .   I am looking 
forward to our Conventionõs high tea at the Matilda Gage Foundation 
followed by a tour of the Stickley Museum.  We will recognize the ef-
forts and achievements of Gage by focusing on her life and her 
work.  Please see more information on page 6 of this Empire Virtual 
Times, Winter 2017. 
 

In closing, I would like to invite you for dinner and conversation at the 
Harvard Club on Thurs. February 23, 2017 from 5:30 pm to 7 pm. The 
Great Decisions topic will be the Future of Europe. 
 

Happy & Prosperous 2017! 
 

Maria Ellis, MBA  
Empire State Virtual NY Branch President  
https://svc.aauw.org/RECore/wMembership/NewJoinBranch_Enter.asp   
http://empire -ny.aauw.net  
https://www.facebook.com/EmpireStateVirtualNY   
Twitter: AAUWVirtualNY  

A LETTER FROM THE EMPIRE STATE VIRTUAL BRANCH PRESIDENT, MARIA ELLIS  

AAUW NYS Convention  
April 21-23, 2017 

DoubleTree by Hilton, Syracuse, NY 

www.aauw.org        Save the Date for Your 2017 Eduvacation!  

2017 CTAUN Conference  
Friday, January 27, 2017  

United Nations  

Wed-Sat, June 14 - 17, 2017 

NYS Summer Leadership Conference  
July 21-23, 2017 

Cazenovia College, Cazenovia, NY 

As educators you can help students grow 
into a global civic identity and understand 
how their decisions have an impact rang-
ing well beyond their immediate vicinity.  
 

Join us at our ESVB teleconf call on Tues. 
Nov. 29th at 7 pm to hear, Elisabeth Kofler 
Shuman, CTAUN Vice Chair talk about the 
upcoming CTAUN Conference.  

2017 AAUW National Convention  

welcomes and encourages undergraduate, 
graduate, and international students to the 

conference! 
 

Register today!  
https://www.nccwsl.org/registration/  

 

Wed-Sat, May 31 - June 3, 2017 
University of Maryland, College Park 

NCCWSL hosts dynamic, leadership-building workshops.  
National Scholarships:  Students must apply online to be considered for 
a national scholarship.  The application is available from December 5, 

2016, until 11:59 p.m. ET on February 28, 2017. 

http://www.aauw-nys.org/convention.htm
https://svc.aauw.org/RECore/wMembership/NewJoinBranch_Enter.asp
https://www.facebook.com/EmpireStateVirtualNY
https://www.nccwsl.org/
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Topics for Great Decisions* 2016 Dates Reviewers 

1. The Future of Europe By Andrew Moravcsik 
The outcome of the United Kingdom referendum on EU membership sent shockwaves across the 
globe. It even caught British voters by surprise. The European Union has helped secure peace in 
Europe for the past 70 years. Now it faces an uncertain future. Amid a refugee crisis, lingering 
financial recession and the constant specter of terrorism, unity seems more imperative than ever. 
But the Brexit vote underscores the complexities of integrating an extremely diverse continent. 
What will post -Brexit Europe look like, and how can U.S. foreign policy adapt? 

4
th

 Thurs, Feb.23 Julie Kleszczewski 

2. Trade and Politics By Jeremy Haft 
The U.S. political mood toward trade has gone sour. One need look no further than the 2016 
presidential contest for the popular narrative: trade means that China wins, at Americaõs expense. 
But do the numbers support that conclusion? The metrics used to gauge economic strengthñ
Gross Domestic Product and balance of tradeñhave not kept up with the realities of modern 
manufacturing. Obtaining an accurate picture of U.S. economic stature requires a critique of 
those numbers. Only then can the U.S. develop appropriate policy solutions for the challenges at 
hand.  

2
nd 

Thurs, March 9 Jayne Herrick 

8. Nuclear Security By Todd Stephen Sechser 
Nuclear nonproliferation was a top priority for the Obama administration. While the Iran Deal 
was a diplomatic victory toward this end, major threats persist from both state and non -state 
actors. Countries like North Korea, Russia, and India and Pakistan continue to challenge 
nonproliferation efforts. The possibility that terrorists will carry out an attack using a òdirty bomb,ó 
made from captured nuclear materials, looks increasingly real. In a fractious world, which way 
forward for U.S. nuclear security policy? 

4
th

 Thurs, March 23 Dr. c. s. Rani 

3. Conflict in the South China Sea By Bernard D. Cole 
The South China Sea is a locus of competing territorial claims, and China its most vocal claimant. 
Beijingõs interest has intensified disputes with other countries in the region in recent years, 
especially since China has increased its naval presence. Despite rising international pressure, 
including an unfavorable ruling by the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, China 
staunchly defends its policies in the region. Preventing tensions from boiling over is a matter of 
careful diplomacy. 

2
nd

 Thurs, April 13 Maria Ellis 

4. Saudi Arabia in Transition By Lawrence G. Potter 
As Saudi Arabia struggles to adjust to the drastic decline in oil revenue, Deputy Crown Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman attempts to boldly transform the country and shift more power to the 
younger generation. At the same time, many countries such as the U.S. point out the lack of 
democracy, womenõs rights and human rights in Saudi Arabia, and blame its promotion of 
Wahhabism, an extremely conservative version of Islam, for creating jihadists. Bipartisan criticism 
of Saudi Arabia is rising in Congress. Both countries need each other, but they are at a crossroads 
in bilateral relations. 

4
th

 Thurs, April 27 TBA 

5. U.S. Foreign Policy and Petroleum Jonathan Chanis 
What is the effect of U.S. petroleum security on foreign policy? For 45 years, the country has 
alternated between periods of energy security and insecurity, sometimes able to wield petroleum 
as a useful instrument of foreign policy, sometimes not. Despite the so-called òenergy revolution,ó 
the U.S. today is by no means disentangled from foreign dependence and global trends. In order 
to be successful, policymakers must recognize both petroleum security circumstances and 
patterns in the relationship between petroleum and foreign policy.  

2
nd 

Thurs, May 11 Ruth Wong 

6. Latin Americaõs Political Pendulum By Michael Shifter and Bruno Binetti 
The pendulum of Latin American politics is swinging rightward once again. Yet as the òpink tideó 
recedes, the forces of change have more to do with socioeconomics than ideology. Dramatic 
economic and political crises have coincided in countries like Brazil and Venezuela. Still, the final 
result for Latin America may be the emergence of centrist, pragmatic modes of governance, and 
with them, opportunities for the U.S. to improve relations. The new administration must look 
beyond the neoliberal model of the 1990s, and develop an approach to relations fit for the 21st 
century. 

4
th

 Thurs, May 25 Maria Ellis 

7. Prospects for Afghanistan and Pakistan By Austin Long 
Major internal conflict has plagued Afghanistan for four decades. The U.S., for its part, has 
conducted military operations in the country nearly continuously since 9/11. Today, war with the 
Taliban persists, and tensions between the U.S. and Pakistan have gradually deteriorated. As his 
time in office drew to a close, President Obama limited further withdrawal of U.S. troops from 
Afghanistan. The incoming administration has a choice: will it maintain the status quo, 
completely reverse the Obama administration drawdown or withdraw completely? Does the U.S. 
face a no win situation in Afghanistan and Pakistan? 

2
nd

 Thurs, June 8 TBA 

Charles Room, The Harvard Club, 27 W 44th St., 5:30ñ7:30 p.m.  For more information, email Julie K:  juliek@msn.com 

*Check back with us for a finalized list of authors and titles for each topic. 




